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southern right whalesouthern right whale

 humpback whale humpback whale

tail flukes & flippersdivingblowing & resting 
at surface

5m

14-18 METRES long

LARGE ROTUND WHALE 
WITH A ROUNDED HEAD AND 

BROAD PADDLE-LIKE 
FLIPPERS

tail flukes & flippersdivingblowing & resting 
at surface

4m

13-16 METRES long

USUALLY BLACK IN COLOUR 
OFTEN WITH WHITE PATCHES 

ON THE BELLY

The Southern Right 
is classified as an 

endangered species
in Australia

Southern right whales
 are baleen whales

v-shaped blow
no dorsal fin

white LUMPS CALLED
callosities on head

humpback whales
 are baleen whalessmall knobs are

found on the top
of the head

Humpbacks are a
 protected species 

in Australia

Humpbacks have TWO 
blow holes angled 
together to create 
a short bushy blow

humpbacks are coloured dark 
brown to black with white on 
the underside of the flippers, 

flanks and bellyextremely long 
pectoral (side) fins

these throat grooves
are known as rorquals
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If you have been lucky enough to spot a 
whale please let us know by contacting the 

South Australian Whale Centre:

phone  (08) 8551 0750

instagram  @sawhalecentre

facebook  South Australian Whale Centre

email  whalecentre@victor.sa.gov.au

Observing whales and 
dolphins in their natural habitat 

is an exhilarating and fulfilling 
experience. It’s important to be 

mindful that our actions have 
the potential to disturb these

incredible creatures. To ensure 
the safety of our marine life, 

there are some important 
guidelines and laws to follow:

WHALE WATCHING GUIDELINESWHALE WATCHING GUIDELINES

REPORT A WHALE SIGHTINGREPORT A WHALE SIGHTING

how to identify A. . .how to identify A. . .

WHAT TO REPORT

Each record we receive provides valuable information about 

the distribution and occurrence of the numerous cetacean 

species found in the Encounter Bay waters.

•Date & Time
•Type of whale (if known)
•Number of whales

•Location of whale(s)
•Direction of travel
•Behaviours

Regulations require aircraft (including Remote 

Piloted Aircraft such as drones*) to maintain 

a minimum distance of 300 metres from 

whales. Helicopters and gyrocopters must 

be at least 500 metres away.

Vessels in all waters must get no closer 

than 300 metres to a whale with a calf, 

or a whale showing signs of disturbance.

Within the Encounter Bay Restricted 

Area, all vessels must maintain a minimum 

distance of 300 metres from a whale.

Vessels outside of the Restricted Area must 

not move a vessel closer than 100 metres 

from a whale and must not move a vessel 

closer than 50 metres from any other 

marine mammal (dolphins, seals etc).

*It is an offence to fly drones in South 

Australia’s national parks, recreation parks, 

and marine parks. Scientific groups have a 

drone scientific research permit.E n j oy w h a l e  w a t c h i n g -

f r o m  a  d i s t a n c e

For more information or to report 
any whale watching infringements, 
including vessel/aircraft within the 

whale approach limits, visit: 
www.environment.sa.gov.au 

or call (08) 8204 1910




